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paign and of our commitments, and the future of these lands
would in any case have demanded settlement after the war.
The British forces in defeating Turkey conquered not
only Palestine and Transjordan, but also Mesopotamia and
most of Syria. Egypt also at that time was a British pro-
tectorate, although she became an independent Kingdom
in 1922. Mesopotamia remained for some years under
British mandate, but was granted independence at the
earliest possible moment, and in 1931 became the Arab
State of Iraq, under King Feisal, who had been one of
Colonel Lawrence's coadjutors with the Arab irregular
forces assisting General Allenby, and was at first King of
Syria. Syria, after the British had driven the enemy out of
Damascus and the greater part of the country, was man-
dated to the French. There remained Palestine, Holy Land
of Christian, Jew and Mohammedan, and what is now known
as Transjordan. To the south stretched the Arabian desert,
the "empty quarter," since welded, under Ibn Saud, into
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, except the southern shore,
including the Hadhramaut, which forms the Protectorate
of Aden.
The mandate for Palestine was accepted in 1920 and
confirmed by the League of Nations two years later. A civil
administration, superseding the military, was set up in
July 1920, under Sir Herbert (later Lord) Samuel, as first
High Commissioner. At that time the vast majority of the
inhabitants were Palestinian Arabs, a branch of the Arab
races occupying all this quarter of Asia, but before the
great dispersal under the Romans, it was of course the
Kingdom of the Jews, the sacred land of Bible history, the
Zion to which religious Jews all over the world hoped one
day to return. It is a strange accident of history that this
small but widely revered land, the home of three faiths,
should fall under British rule.